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FROM THE RABBI

B"H

Imagine walking along the shore and finding
an elegant and complex watch. Considering
all its intricate parts, it would be foolish to
assume the watch just “happened.”

Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff

You would have to assume there was a watchmaker who put it all together. So, too,
with the universe—it's just too amazing, and too well-ordered, to assume it just
“happened.” This is a classic proof for the existence of G-d called the “teleological
argument.”

This argument has been challenged in many ways—one being that the world is just
too crazy and chaotic to be called “well-ordered.” But whatever the argument may not be
able to tell us about G-d, it can still tell us a great deal about the society in which we live.
Greenport, and the North Fork in general, are simply wondrous, as enticing and attractive
as a complex watch. | say that with profound appreciation as a newcomer. And our
community didn’t get there by accident. It didn't just “happen.” It was created, led,
shaped, and nurtured by people of extraordinary dedication and talent.

Which brings me to our two honorees, Ms. Ann Hurwitz and Ms. Linda Kessler. | am

only now beginning to benefit from their contributions to our congregation and our
community, so | can offer no specifics. There are, though, so many others writing in the
pages of this journal, who can recount them in great depth. All | can say at this point is
that without doubt | will benefit, as so many have, from their passion and devotion.
The great spiritual master Meister Eckhardt offered the best advice ever to a community
newcomer: “Trust the magic of new beginnings.” That's always true, but coming to a
magical place like Greenport makes it doubly so. Ann and Linda helped to make it that
way, and for that | offer my warmest greetings, congratulations, and thanks.

B’shalom,

Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Celebrating Our 125th Year

Yes, you read that right. That alone is amazing, but
when considered alongside the fact that our
country is celebrating its 250th anniversary this
year, it takes on even greater significance.

Suzan E. Lipson

Our founders came to this place for many different reasons. Just 125 years into this
country’s grand experiment in freedom, they had the vision to establish this congregation.
With the strong foundation and resources they left us, how much more can—and should—
we accomplish as we move our community forward into the future?

Today, we celebrate this milestone with our Annual Journal Launch Garden Party.
The site, historic Andrew Levin Park, adjacent to our beloved shul, holds so many
wonderful memories. Today, we will create new ones with this year’s honorees.

Congratulations to Ann Hurwitz, our Congregational Honoree, and Linda Kessler, our
Community Honoree. You are both women of valor and integrity, dedicated workers, and
cherished friends of our community. We deeply appreciate your contributions to the
greater good.

Thank you to Nancy Torchio and Rena Wiseman, our Garden Party co-chairs, for
orchestrating this successful event. We also thank Madelyn Rothman and her committee
for producing the 2026 Virtual Journal, with special recognition to Andrea Blaga for
making it so beautiful.

Last, but certainly not least, we welcome Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff, our new spiritual
leader. With his leadership and that of our newly elected Board of Directors, may our
synagogue continue to grow and remain a strong presence for Conservative/Masorti
Judaism on the North Fork of Long Island.

Suzan E. Lipson

President
Congregation Tifereth Israel
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FROM THE SISTERHOOD

The CTI Sisterhood has planned, organized, and led
a number of synagogue and community activities
that complement our annual holiday schedule.

vy Cieegt
i g,
Adrianne Greenberg

After Yom Kippur, we provide a Break-the-Fast meal for up to 60 members and
guests. Following the Chanukah candle lighting in Mitchell Park, we invite CTI members
and the broader community back to the synagogue for an evening of music and food
featuring delicious latkes and jelly doughnuts.

When a family is sitting shivah, the Sisterhood arranges for food to be delivered to
the grieving household.

The Sisterhood also plays an active role in the greater North Fork community. Each
year, a deserving graduating senior at Greenport High School is presented with a cash

award in recognition of outstanding community involvement.

We also provide beautiful Sunshine Cards, which synagogue members may purchase
and send to acknowledge a variety of life-cycle events.

| feel very honored to have served on the Sisterhood Board and as its president for
more than ten years.

On behalf of the Board and our membership, we invite you to join the Sisterhood and
bring your ideas, creativity, and energy.

Adrianne Greenberg
Sisterhood President
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ABOUT ANN HURWITZ...

The 2026 Journal is proud to recognize long-time
shul member Ann Hurwitz as this year’'s synagogue
honoree. Ann’s quietly intuitive insights are eagerly
sought by the shul’s leadership and congregants, who
value her intelligence and forward thinking on behalf of
the shul and its members.

Anne Hurwitz

On a quiet, early spring afternoon, Ann and her visitor sat over refreshments at her
dining table that overlooks a serene pond and its surrounding landscaping, so rustic and
untamed — a counterpoint to Ann’s neat and orderly life. Ann spoke of her earlier years
and the great influence of her late father’s strong and proud Jewish identity, which
continues to this day to influence her thinking.

A daughter of Howard Katzenberg, a German Jew who immigrated to the U.S. with
his family in the 1870s, and Margaret Stewart, an Episcopalian. Ann and her younger
sister, Sue, grew up in Grammercy Park on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. The girls
were raised as Episcopalians, but Ann said she did not connect to her mother’s faith, and
had stopped going to church by the time she was 12. Later on, as Ann's life developed,
she said she felt “Jewish to the core.” Her father, of course, was largely responsible for
that connection, but also her husbands, first, Arthur Weisberg, who became one in a
prestigious line of guest conductors of the New York Philharmonic, and later, Marshall
Hurwitz.

Ann and Marshall

Ann met Marshall in a coffee shop in New York City, and knew at once that she was
meant to be with this man, an academic and also one in a long line of Reform rabbis. At
that time, Marshall was leading a congregation in New Jersey.

It was her intense desire to please Marshall, who did not insist, Ann pointed out, but
certainly appreciated her conversion to Judaism before they married in 1969, and also her
broadening of his spiritual and environmental horizons with their move each summer to
the lush North Fork, where Ann had spent childhood vacations.
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They joined Congregation Tifereth Israel, our Conservative shul here in Greenport, to
attend High Holy Days services. Ann became an active participant in synagogue life here
and, later, repeated her Bat Mitzvah portion in the synagogue when she was 80 years old.
Curiously and subsequent to joining the shul, Ann learned about her father’s connection to
the Greenport synagogue, never suspecting his involvement during all the summers the
family spent on the North Fork. Having met Ethel Brown and “coming under her spell,” as
Ann described the indefatigable Ethel, a fervent synagogue booster, her father
contributed the two chairs that today flank the Ark on the bimah in the shul’s sanctuary.

“How can you not be active in this shul?” she exclaimed. “This community has
enriched my life.”

Marshall, meanwhile, had followed his star, giving up the pulpit to begin a long and
distinguished career as a professor of Greek, Latin and history at the City College of New
York, with summers and weekends on the North Fork, where he sometimes led Shabbat
services.

Ann: An educator for her whole career

Ann has spent her entire, decades-long teaching career devoted to young children,
which informed the development of the “Joyfully Jewish” program that she and the shul
offered last summer. Not to overlook adult education, under the auspices of the Marshall
Hurwitz Fund for Education and Special Projects, which she established in his memory,
Ann sponsored two well-received courses prepared by the Jewish Theological Seminary to
members of the shul and interested local residents. Ann considers her chairmanship of the
shul’s Education Committee and her terms as a member of the shul’s Board of Directors
her most significant contributions to the forward movement of Jewish life here.

Ann's early education was at a Friends’ Seminary, a Quaker School in Manhattan,
followed by two years at Antioch College, and finally a bachelor’s degree from Columbia
University’s School of General Studies. She has two master’s degrees, one from Teachers
College, and the other in creative writing from the City College of New York. Prior to her
education work here on the North Fork, Ann taught at the East Bronx Childhood Care
Center, various Jewish schools, and the Bank Street School For Children in Manhattan.
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Eclectic interests

Ann’s eclectic interests have included sailing the waters of the Southold and Peconic
Bays, reading, writing, and discussion that is knowledgeable and insightful. Two years ago,
she wrote a book of Haikus focused on what she could see from her window, the concept
being to introduce young children to truly seeing what they observe and learning to talk
about it. Although she had no idea at the time, the 8-year-old Vinnman twins, Alexander
and Eugene, who were famously fired from leadership positions in government and the
military for opposing President Donald J. Trump, were the subjects of her children’s book
about the twin boys, who had immigrated to the United States with their parents from
Ukraine. The boys were photographed for the book by Carol Kitman.
Now, at age 90, reading poetry is one of her most enjoyable experiences, and writing
poetry is a passion, she says, when she has “something she wants to say.”
She is wildly proud of her son, James, dotes on her grandchildren, Andrew and
Katie, and also her niece, Noga, who visits her aunt’s charming and beautifully appointed
home in Southold, and often accompanies her to the shul and to the events Ann chooses
to attend when she is able.

Judaism: A daily study

Ann thanks the Journal Committee for the honor bestowed this year. She told her
visitor she hopes she can live up to its values — Jewish values, she said, noting that she
continues to learn the meaning of Jewish values more deeply in her continuing study of
Judaism, which is part of her personal agenda — every day of the week, she said.
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ABOUT LINDA KESSLER...

“Why don’t we meet at Encanto Crepes & Café,” Linda
Kessler suggested. “It won't be terribly crowded after the
lunch crowd is gone.”

Linda Kessler

Linda’s visitor discovered two things about downtown Greenport on a sunny
midsummer afternoon: The new créperie is busy all day every day, and Linda Kessler is a
familiar face everywhere in the village. In a restaurant, on the street, people wave, tap her
on the shoulder, call out her name when they see her. When you are a popular Greenport
businesswoman and an activist on behalf of the downtown commercial district, people
know you and appreciate what you do. That's Linda Kessler.

A proprietor and tastemaker

Most folks know her as avid fans of Kessie On Front, where she is the proprietor
and tastemaker behind the store she opened about 10 years ago. Now a village mainstay ,
Kessie is well-stocked with terrific gift ideas, jewelry, clothing, handbags, and that perfect
item you find when you're not looking for it.

The story behind the shop tells you a lot about Linda. Originally an Upper East Side
shop owner offering antiques and vintage jewelry, she and her husband George began
looking for a getaway, a second home where they could relax, enjoy the weather and the
ambiance of a small village. They discovered Greenport. As it turned out, a discovery
fortunate for them...and for Greenport.

“Maybe | should open a satellite store here,” she said to George one day, just
musing about the possibilities. That musing resulted in Kessie, a small place with a huge
and happy customer base, a quick drive from the getaway they found in East Marion. Sure
enough, Linda Kessler was back in business. As she and George began to spend more
time here, she closed the 87th Street store, and devoted her energy to Kessie on Front
Street...

...devoted energy also to greater downtown Greenport, where she saw “great
possibilities,” she said. It didn’t take long before she was named to the Business
Improvement District (BID), which promotes commercial activity, tourism and
beautification projects in the historic maritime village.
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An active Greenport booster

And there’s more. She joined the board of the East End Seaport Museum, which
promotes the rich maritime heritage of the village, and for many years co-chaired the
Maritime Festival, which draws thousands of visitors and vendors to the village every fall
for fun activities on and off the water, great food, tall ships, and jam-packed streets.

In addition, Linda and Lori Panarello, founder of Greenport’s Pride Parade and
owner of Craft Hair, a popular hair salon in Greenport, created a more expansive presence
of the Pride community by growing the event every year.

Lesser known, but a creative contribution to Greenport is the North Fork TV Festival
that showcases writers, artists and storytellers. Supporters, contributors and fans love the
media stars that turn out for the event, well knowns like Kelsie Grammer, Christopher
Meloni and others, who are honored at the two-day event. Linda likes to call the TV
Festival “the Sundance of Greenport.”

Considering all the volunteer work on Linda Kessler’s résumé, one wonders how she
has time for business and a private life. In fact, she and George find time every year for
museuming in Manhattan, and down time in Scottsdale, Arizona, where as you might
expect, Linda is sourcing jewelry for Kessie.

Retail is in her DNA

Linda grew up in Queens, married George Kessler when she was 22 years old, and

traveled with him to Missouri, where he attended medical school, and where she “saw that
a world existed outside of New York,” she said. Nevertheless, even in Missouri, she was
doing business, combing yard sales for antique finds, refinishing them, and reselling them
back east for bigger profits. “Retail is in my DNA,"” she said. "“It's second nature to me.”
Her father bought and sold merchandise, and she learned sales and marketing as a part-
time employee in a vintage clothing store before opening her own place.

George, now mostly retired, devotes his time to golf, Pilates, yoga and grandparenting
to 6-month-old Aaron, son of their daughter Chef Emily and her husband, Nico; and their
grandson Jackson, 10, son of their daughter Katie and her husband Stephen.

And Linda? Still on the job and enjoying it every day, she said. As for BID and
Greenport's future, she sees it “transitioning to a new generation with much growth
potential.”
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More to come?

Linda leans toward her visitor and flashes a conspiratorial grin that says clearly there's
more to come from Linda Kessler. “| find it all so exciting,” she said.

Linda thanks the Journal Committee for the honor, and for the synagogue’s
recognition of Greenport and all it offers to residents and visitors.

Congregation Tifereth Israel



[s there anyone more dedicated to our Synagogue,

the Jewish people, humanity, or loved ones than Elaine?

We don’t think so.

With love,
N+ K
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In honor of the CTI community
and the many ways it has enriched my life

over the years.

Ann Hurwitz
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Thank you, our beloved sister-in-law,
Elaine Goldman,
for your extraordinary service.

Judy and Bob Goldman
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Congratulations
Ann Hurwitz
and
Linda Kessler

Stony Brook Eastern Long Island Hospital
is proud to salute your

commitment and dedication to

We bring the North Fork and Shelter Island
expert care, close to home.

Q°

Stony Brook
Eastern Long Island Hospital

elih.stonybrookmedicine.edu

P S

Judaism, Israel and Congregation Tifereth Israel.



We love Ann

- Her friend
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“A woman of valor who can find?
Her worth is far beyond rubies.”

Proverbs 31:10

We found two!!

ANN HURWITZ & LINDA KESSLER

Mazel tov!

May you go from strength to strength!

Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff

Congregation Tifereth Israel
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To Congregation Tifereth Israel

Joy and respect on this 125th year
To our honorees, Ann and Linda
Best wishes, and thank you
for your many contributions to our shul

and our community

Sara Bloom and family
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We love
you Ann!

We cherish so many special
memories: family gatherings, visits,
Passover Seders, exchanged poems
and conversations. We are so lucky
to be family.

Congregation Tifereth Israel



The Extended
Hurwitz Family



WITH LOVEﬁ AND PRIDE

With love and pride, we congratulate Mom/Gammy on this special honor
from Congregation Tifereth Israel.

e

At 93, you continue to inspire us with your strength and unwavering faith.
Your devotion to your synagogue and the Jewish values that have guided
your life have enriched everyone who has had the privilege of knowing you.

May you continue to be blessed with good health, happiness, and many more
years surrounded by the love of family, friends, and your Tifereth Israel community.

Lo

With our love and gratitude,

James, Ellen and family
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PECONIC Congratulations to

NSl thisyear’s h(_)norees,

Ann Hurwitz and
Linda Kessler!

Experience resort-style living at one of
North America’s top five senior living
communities for wellness.

Call (631) 614-4904
or visit peconiclanding.org

E l’i':l:im to learn more.

‘et Friendly

\HWHNER BEST IN WELLNEg s
2025
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Thank you Sara Bloom
For your leadership as President of
our beloved CTI over the past 3 years.

We appreciate all that you have done!

With gratitude and love,
The Board of Directors
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CONGRATULATIONS
CONGREGATION TIFERETH ISRAEL
ON YOUR 125™ ANNIVERSARY
AND BEST WISHES TO THIS YEAR’S
CONGREGATION HONOREES
ANN HURWITZ & LINDA KESSLER

JOSEPH M. DUVA M.D., F.A.C.G.
Board Certified Gastroenterology

KATHLEEN T. BROWN, R.N., A.N.P

Practice Limited to Digestive and Liver Diseases
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy and Colonoscopy
Colon Cancer Screening

887 Old Country Road (631) 727-6122
Suite A
Riverhead, New York 11901
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CONGRATULATIONS to our
children on their summer
2026 marriages

Elizabeth and Maggie Nelson
June 13, 2026

William and Jesse Blumberg
August 16, 2026

Jennifer and Mitchell Berg
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In loving memory of
Esther (Red) Harris NV
and

Danny Harris n”V

The Harris + Zarin Families
Lesley
Maury

Neil
Heather
rec.  Wall
Kali
Rowen
Bodie
Sam
Ari
T Archie
T :
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Congratulations to our dear member,
Ann Hurwitz

For your time and efforts

and hours for our Shul.

Your work and dedication are

what has made our Shul the

“Oright light of Judaism™

on the North Fork.

Congratulations to Linda Kessler,
good and dear friend of Greenport
and the Town of Southold.

Thanks again,
The Harris and Zarin Families



FERRETTI ODELL

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

IN TRIBUTE TO OUR

2026 HONOREES

Ann Hurwitz

Celebrating dedication,

leadership and community

Linda Kessler

With admiration and gratitude,
we celebrate your generous spirits,
your remarkable service, and the lasting difference
you have made in our community.

Jason

WITH WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS




William “Bill” Wells Adams

Although you are gone,
I carry you with me always.

Liz
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PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS/GREAT-GRANDPARENTS

ARTHUR A. LEVIN n”v
EMMA R.LEVIN n”v

CAROL LEVIN
DIANE LEVIN/GARY GOLDSTEIN
JULIE LEVIN RUSSO/MELISSA LEVIN DIFILIPPI
VEGA LEVIN DIFILIPPI
ALTEA LEVIN DIFILIPPI
MICHAEL LEVIN RUSSO
ELI LEVIN GOLDSTEIN/ANDREA LUBRANO

ALMA CHAMPAGNE GOLDSTEIN
ALI LEVAN GOLDSTEIN
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CONGRATULATIONS!

to Congregation Tifereth Israel

2026 Honorees
Ann Hurwiitz & meda Kessler

Salty Meadow Project, Orient

NORTH FORK WOODWORKS
CUSTOM HOMEBUILDERS

NorthForkBuilder.com
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Afternoons, evenings,
overnights in comfort on a
luxury sailing vessel
experiencing

the East End Maritimes.

“Visit us at SailNoFo.com /
to book-your North Fork
Salllng Adventure
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‘We appreciate ALL you do""ﬁ’“‘ o
Ann and Linda e

&
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Nancy and Daniel Torchio . @
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Yasher Koach

n S chaffne
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“We are dedicated to serve those who call

upon us at a difficult time”

735 First Street

4 Horton-Mathie Greenport, NY 11944
I Funera__l Hpme

N~ Tel: 1-631-477-0054

www.horton-mathie.com
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set 4| Mazel Tov to Ann Hurwitz and Linda Kessler . :

' We proudly celebrate two remarkable women whose dedication

and generosity have strengthened our communities.
With admiration and gratitude,
congratulations on this well-deserved recognition!

Lew and Helaine Teperman

Ann Hurwitg

Thank you, Ann, for bringing your expertise

from your many years as an educator tg erfrich
learning at our shul.

bt

3 ‘
The JTS study program was outstanding.

&
o eop ® @

Congmtz.:l;ztions 0n°being our
WOMAN OF THE YEAR.

Miriam and Adrianne

7 \
e
-:'l.lwl.'_-
w)
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A WOMAN OF VALOR

SELECTED FROM PROVERBS 31

A woman of valor who can find?
Her price is far above rubies.

The heart of her husband trusts in her.
And he shall have no lack of gain.

She does him good and not evil,
All the days of her life.

She looks well to the ways of her household,

And eats not the bread of idleness.

She gives food to her household,
And a portion for her maidens.

Strength and dignity are her clothing,
And she laughs at the time to come.

She stretches out her hand to the poor,
Yea, she reaches forth her hands to the needy.

She opens her mouth with wisdom,
And the law of loving kindness is on her tongue.

Her children rise up and call her blessed,
Her husband also, and he praises her:

“Many daughters have done worthily,
But you excel them all.”

Grace is deceitful, and beauty is vain,
But a woman that reveres the Lord, she shall be praised.

Give her of the fruit of her hands:
And let her works praise her in the gates.

Yasher koach Ann!

Love, Roberta & Jack

Congregation Tifereth Israel
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Thank you Suzi Rosenstreich,

our Book Club leader.
Wishing you the best in your

next chapter!

-Diane, Nina, Liz, Miriam,

Suzan, Adrianne, Madelyn

Mazel Tov

ANN,

A generous, kind and thoughttul friend

Hal and Nina Neimark
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F R A N C H | N A Emily F. Franchina, Esq.

LAW GROUP, LLC

55000 Route 25, Southold, NY 11971

Ann Hurwitz, Synagogue Honoree

Linda Kessler, Community Honoree SERVING THE NORTH FORK IN

AND Elder Law - Estates

Congregation Tifereth Israel Medicaid - Trusts & Wills

WITH BEST WISHES TO THE HONOREES

FRANCHINA LAW GROUP, LLC » SOUTHOLD, NEW YORK

Interior and
Exterior Painting

Commercial / Residential

%FMNTINGA.,.
ﬁ " CLEANING INC.
W f 1' ! ;

-4
ﬁ, PAINTING A since 2017. We specialize in both
TARRGANY & g |

WINDOW CLEANING INC.
We pride ourselves in providing to
Lic.631-745-1243 Ins. 5 2 e

quality work and lock forward to Window Cleaning
Follow us on Instagram ; — : : g
@Palencias_Psinting (@) meeting your next painting needs. Commercial / Residential

.-..

We are a proud family owned
ALEN C IA » company servicing the eastern end of /
? S Long Island; North Fork and South Fork #

residential and commercial fine painting.
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We keep them in our hearts:
Ida Raymon
Sylvia and Kenneth Goldin
Hana Shaw
Joan Riegel
Nancy and Bob Strong
Amy Strong
Shelly Goldin
Bill Adams
Roz and Charlie Zimmerman
s Sarah and David Shukotoff
R e Arnold Shaw
Roberta Conway

sy 3

Warmest congratulations
to Ann Hurwitz and Linda Kessler
and our thanks to you both

Carol Ingall and Stephan Brumberg
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IN HONOR OF

our new president

SUZAN E.
LIPSON

for her love, commitment
and devotion to

Congregation
Tifereth Israel

Devra Riva & Friends

Community
Commitment
Customer satisfaction

I

THOMAS J. MCCARTHY
REAL ESTATE, INC

Cell: 516-779-6386
Email: tmecarthy.tmecarthy@gmail.com

www.thomasjmecarthy.com

Office: 46520 County Road 48, Southold
Office Phone: 631-765-5815
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TOP 10

things to do when selling your home.

#1. CALL ME.

I'll take care of the other 9.

NICHOLAS PLANAMENTO
ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER

631.248.0143

6920 Main Road, Mattituck, NY 11952 TOW@
NJP@TCHamptons.com ;
NicholasPlanamento.com COUNTRY
TownandCountryHamptons.com REAL-ESTATE

Bischofl Law

PLLC

|

[ help people navigate the law.

I would love to have the opportunity to guide you too.

REAL ESTATE Landlord-Tenant ¢ Buyer or Seller Representation
BUSINESS Contracts + Corporation + S-Corp ¢ LLC formation
FAMILY LAW Elder Law # Trusts and Estates ¢ Mediation/Arbitration %

GENERAL PRACTICE DWI ¢ Criminal Defense ¢ Civil Litigation

Call (631) 948-0234 to Schedule a Consultation

Joan H. Bischoff van Heemskerck Attorney at Law
Joan@jbischofflaw.com ¢+ jbischofflaw.com ¢ 7160 Hortons Lane, Southold, NY 11971
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Ornamental Plantings -~ *°
R . - % g

UNCOMMON PLANTS *» UNCOMMON BEAUTY

Thank you, Ann, for all you
do and have done for Wi 72
Congregation Tifereth Israel. ..

Growing beautiful gardens for 40 years

RTE. 48, SOUTHOLD VISIT US ONLINE
631-765-2614 ornamentalplantings.com

% ALDO’S COFFEE CO

SMALL-BATCH » GREENPORT, NY = SINCE 1987

Fresh-roasted. Handcrafted.

We serve fresh-roasted USDA Organic coffee,

classic espresso drinks, and our famous
small-batch biscotti—made for dunking.

Bold flavor. Real craft.
Zero shortcuts.

COFFEE » ESPRESSO » BISCOTTI = GIFTS

VISIT CALL & SHOP HOURS
103-105 Front Street 631-213-9353 Mon 7am-7pm * Tue-Wed 7am-5pm
Greenport, NY 11944 aldoscoffee.com Thu 7am-6pm « Fri-Sat 7am-8pm * Sun 7am-7pm
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WEST WATER STREET
SAG HARBOR, NEW YORK

631-725-2949

WEST WATER STREET | SAG HARBOR, NEW YORK SAGHARBORINN.COM
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— x GAYER ASSOCIATES Jonas Gayer
§ .0 L V] TAX SERVICE Tax Preparer | EA
\ .

—

30 Beekman Place

Suite 1A

New York, New York 10022
(212) 758-0000
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Promoting education, awareness and conservation in farming communities
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. . To
; Ann Hurwitz Linda Kessler ;
. B . 'y 4
b e\ Thank you for your endless generosity, Thank you for your tireless work, : I o
\ & your many talents, and your unwavering your generous spirit, and your = 4
&. devotion to our congregation. remarkable presence in our little Village. T8 »
- ' O, y Your dedication has enriched our Your commitment and leadership have )
!\\ ] F‘l f community in countless ways. made a lasting difference.
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MULLEN VIOTORS

Earning Your Trust Every Day Since 1927

Our Heartfelt Congratulations
to 2026 Congregation Honorees

Ann Hurwitz ¢ Linda Kessler

Thank You For Contributing So Much To Our North Fork Community

The Mullen Family and Your Friends at Mullen Motors

"," '-',ﬁ == 9)9)

— YEARS

= e e e gl @“““ — («rn?:\c;d:g

Main Road, Southold = 765-3564 » MullenMotors.com
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Congratulations Ann and Linda

From Veronica Kaliski and Tom Byrne
And Tikkun Olam

/ Inloving
mem ory Of
“Linda Livri 0’V
/ >

Caro]*"’févin

Dear Ann,

We are deeply grateful for your
commitment to Congregation
Tifereth Israel.

The genuine care you pour into
our community has strengthened
our shul and has inspired each of

us to grow in faith, unity, and

purpose.

With affection and appreciation,

Caren and Marc Demel

In memory of Tom Doolan
and with fond memories of

our dear friend Audrey Rothman

Love from Betty Doolan



Congratulations to Congratulations to Anne Hurwitz
and Linda Kessler and thanks for
the work you do for the
synagogue and the community,

Ann Hurwitz
as the Synagogue Honoree

for the 2026. : ;;{ﬁ%
We appreciate i AN

all you have done for
Congregation Tifereth Israel.
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Susan and Stephen Meﬂyove\_r
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In Loving
Memory of

Dr. Nathaniel n”v

and ! i commumty Womanof the yeai.
Esther L. Sperheg ny You represent what Judaism is
P~ s yout by bringing wonderful
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In loving memory of

Audrey and Bob Rothman

Melvina and Seymour Cohen

Rebecca, Gregory, Madelyn & Ron Rothman
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Congratulations to

Ann Hurwitz and Linda Kessler

. We appreciate your energy,

enthusiasm
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- Shari and Howard Schnitzer
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Mazel Tov to Our 2026 Honorees
Ann Hurwitz and Linda Kessler
With gratitude for your dedication
to Congregation Tifereth Israel and

our community.

Judith K. Weiner

Roberta Conway,

who left us too soon

Liz Adams

2026 Virtual Journal



_ Our good wishes to
Congratulations to Annfor all that she

Ann Hurwitz and Linda Kessler
does for the temple

for this wonderful honor.
Your contributions to the

community are greatly . :
appreciated. ¥ Bill Packard

Rochelle Garmise ! and
Charles Ihlenfeld

Yasher Koach Ann and Linda,
wonder women of the
C.T.1.—Greenport community,
with love and appreciation,
Carol Seigel

Congratulations Ann and Linda for the many

contributions you have provided over the years to
Congregation Tifereth Israel and our community.
Best,
Rena & Barry Wiseman

2026 Virtual Journal
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In honor of the

new president
Suzan E. Lipson
with great appreciation

and admiration.

Sara Bloom
Ellen Gold - a blooming good president!

Liz Adams

s Michael&Julie.Rﬁsso, .
Congratulations Ann

You are my hero.

Your worth is above pearls.

LLiz Adams

Congregation Tifereth Israel 2026 Virtual Journal



BURT!S
RELIABLE

We'll Take Care of It™

MCMANN PRICE AGENCY. INC.

Heating / Air
Gene O. Walker CLTC Conditioning / Plumbing
Licensed Insurance Broker Home Heating Oil / Diesel Fuel
Email: gene@mcmannprice.com
Phone: 631-477-1680 | Fax : 631-477-8930
el <37 18 1515 Youngs Avenue
828 Front St - PO Box 2065 631 765-3767

Greenport, NY 11944-0876
www.mcmannpriceagency.com

Southold, NY 11971
Fax 631 765-1744

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THIS YEAR’S HONOREE

HOPPY’S CLEANERS

SUZAN LIPSIION

AND HONOREES

Best Wishes and All our Love,
Susan and Emilia
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Long Island

POWER SYSTEMS  |somcn -
Home E \ el " ;
INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL P;i?:un:gg;er ‘-—-' N or t h E- or k

A\ ei o ht Loss

No Judgment. Just Weight Loss.

Karen Catapano RN MPS | Michael Catapano MD

Board Certified Internal Medicine

YOU CAN'T PREDICT
THE WEATHER, BUT YOU

F32645 Main Road, Cutchoguej
CAN PREPARE FOR IT.

631.506.9403

Long Island’s Full Service Source
For Emergency Power

Sales and service of industrial, commercial,
and residential power systems.

Call Today (631) 283-4271

@' lips-info@lipowersystems.net lipowersystems.net
0 158 County Rd 39, Suite #5, Southampton, NY 11968

2026

JOUENAL

Celebrating Our 125" Year

THE GIVING ROOM HONORS

The Giving Room is
proud to honor
Ann Hurwitz and Linda Kessler

for their dedication, friendship,
and impact on our community.

HAIR SALON

BEAUTIFUL HAIR,
BEAUTIFULLY YOU.

Precision Hair Cutting e Creative Coloring
Styling » Unique Foiling » Treatments
Special Occasion Styling

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

631-765-6363

C”NENC‘?
%5 (@]
e L n.% THE GIVING ROOM
56475 Main Road, Building B e
Southold, NY 11971 (i A CENTER OF WELLNESS
— . 7 1 & Yoga * Pilates « Meditation » Juice Bar
O L q"‘“f.q oF wﬁ.}"e www.givingroom.net » (631) 765-6670
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WINES & SPIRITS

LARGEST SELECTION OF LOCAL, DOMESTIC &
INTERNATIONAL WINES ON THE NORTH FORK

4+

COMPLIMENTARY WEEKEND TASTINGS
,&,

308 Front Street
Greenport, NY 11944

info@greenportpyw.com FREE DELIVERY ¢ HALF & FULL CASE DISCOUNTS

132 Front Street, Greenport, NY
631.477.6701

greenportwinesandspirits.com
Instagram: @greenportwines

-l /

s

631-477-6011
www.greenportpyw.com

WALLACE DESIGN CENTER
) Southold, NY

Clarke’s Garden & Home .. #}’il-

CLARKE’S GARDEN & HOME LTD
416 Main Street Custom Interiors

Greenport, NY 11944 Drapes | Window Treatments
631-477-6770 Carpets | Wallpaper

info@clarkesgarden.com Upholstery | Furniture
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'

ramiy Service Lesgve. SOUND SENIOR

7\ CONNECTIONS

FREE SUPPORT FOR GREENPORT
RESIDENTS AGE 60+

Services Include:

* Healthcare & benefits navigation

* Assistance with healthcare management

*» Transportation resources

» Shopping & connections to food resources

* Social, educational & volunteer opportunities

Contact Erin Engmann | 631-379-3631 |
erin.engmann@fsli-li.org | www.fsl-li.org

This project is supported by funding from the New York State Office
for the Aging. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the grantee
and do not necessarily represent the official view of the New York
State Office for the Aging. In partnership with Town of Southold &
Stonybrook Eastern Long Island Hospital.
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THE

FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST

Cutcllogue, NY 11935

Farm to table weekends
in the middle of

North Fork Wine Country
tl-lefarmhousel)e&antlljrea[zfast.com

@ INVEST IN OUR YOUTH

the Future of

Greenport and Our Nation

I strongly encourage initiatives that support the
mental, emotional, and social development of
yvoung people in this digital era.

By helping them build resilience, meaningful
connections and healthy habits beyond screens,
we are investing in a brighter future for our
entire community.

Together we can make the Greenport community
stronger and more united.

Thank you
Hina Muddassir

muneerhina@gmail.com

Colonial Drugs & Surgicals
100 Front Sireet » Greenport, NY 11944
631-477-1111 » Fax: 631-477-1218

Mon-Fri S9am-7pm = Sat 3am-6pm » Sun Sam—4pm

Colonial-Drugs.com = Facetook: @Colonial DrugsNY
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FARM-FRESH GOODNESS ON THE NORTH FORK

thenorthforkshack.com

631-876-5566

thenorthforkshack@gmail.com

41150 County Road 48 » Southold, NY 11971

THE INN AT HARBOR KNOLL

CLASSIC CREPES « COLOMBIAN COFFEE Historic Waterfront Bed & Breakfast

Sweet & Savory CI’BpES PRIVATE BEACH » GARDENS = HEATED POOL
r
crafted with premium local ingredients.

VISIT US IN GREENPORT

424 4th St, Greenport, NY 11944

VISIT US

117 Main St. * Greenport, NY 11944

631.477.6533 631-477-2352

encantocrepescafe@gmail.com harborknoll22@gmail.com

encantocrepescafe.com
harborknoll.com
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WERNICK PNl

@N PILATES PLUS

3RD GENERATION * FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

MOVING & STORAGE DottiesPilates@gmail.éoﬁ_” : :. _ |
YOU CAN TRUST (631) 680-2778

LOCAL = LONG DISTANCE = WHITE GLOVE = STORAGE Classes at 28080 Main Road
Cutchogue, NY 11935

OFFICES & WAREHOUSE

Privates at 605 Pike Street
Mattituck NY 11952

170 Moore's Lane, Greenport

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

631-477-0884 www.dottiespilates.com

jernickmoving.com

b I u e HOTEL, BAR
AND RESTAURANT

bakery café

Ower 20 Years of Fine Artisan Baking

CONGRATULATIONS A bautique destination in the heart of Greenport

Linda & Ann HOTEL

302 Main St - Greenport, New York
Thank you for makjng our community frontdesk@americanbeech.com

a better place to live!

RESTAURANT & EVENTS

300 Main Street - Greenport, New York
info@americanbeech.com

Nancy & Keith Kouris

BLACK LLAMA BAR
302 Main Street, Unit C - Greenport, New York

blueduckbakerycafe.com

631.629.4123 631.333.2060

631.477.5939 americanbeech.com
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GREENPORT IGA

FRESH » FRIENDLY « LOCAL

Your neighborhood market for fresh produce,
pantry staples and everyday essentials.

Proudly serving the Greenport community

101 SOUTH STREET * GREENPORT, NY 11944
631-477-0101

wWww.iga.com

ALBANO DENTAL

SOUTHGLD,N?

COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CARE
& PRoutine Dental Care

Cosmetic Dentistry

Implants

Teeth Whitening

Dentures

In-House CT Scan &
Digital Impressions

@ & & @ @

HIGH-QUALITY DENTISTRY

™

John Albano, DMD

Utilizing state-of-the-art equipment

NEW & EMERGENCY PATIENTS WELCOME

51100 Main Road, Southold, NY
631-765-1919

ALBANO DENTAL » SOUTHOLD, NY
|
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H ARGIOR

ARBC
ENOLS

Rals)

Bed g b

A Historic Waterfront Escape

PRIVATE BEACH - GARDENS - HEATED FOOL

424 4TH STREET - GREENPORT, NEW YORK 11944

631-315-9523 _ harborknoll.com

Maria-Lourdes Alcasid-Escano, MD

Diplomate, American board of Allergy and Immunology

982 Roanoke Ave,
Riverhead, NY 11901

Phone: (631)727 3141
Fax: (631)-727 3364
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In the late 1890s the “LITVAK” da Ke
HURWITZ family began its move -
to the “goldene Medinah.” — -
This produced many rabbis srom

and teachers. We hope to
continue to be proud Jews and
honor another OUTSTANDING
teacher.. ANN HURWITZ.

Village of Greenport

BID Management Association
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“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.”
—Elizabeth Andrew

The synagogue gratefully acknowledges the dedicated volunteers who gave
so generously of their time, energy, and talents to bring this Virtual Journal
to life. Their belief in both the journal and its companion event, the Garden
Party, helped turn two innovative ideas into meaningful successes—
demonstrating that when we work together, remarkable things are possible.

Journal Committee:
Madelyn Rothman, Journal Chair
Nancy Torchio and Rena Wiseman,
Garden Party Co-chairs
Elizabeth Adams

Sara Bloom

Roberta Garris

Elaine Goldman
Adrianne Greenberg
Cookie Slade

Judith K. Weiner
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« WHO’S WHO AT OUR SHUL -

Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff

Board of Directors

Rabbi Suzan E. Lipson: President
Carol Seigel: Vice President

Caren Demel: Treasurer

Nancy Torchio: Financial Secretary

Elizabeth Adams: Recording Secretary

Elaine Goldman: Corresponding Secretary

Jennifer Berg; Ann Hurwitz; Madelyn Rothman: Corinne Slade;
and Lewis Teperman, MD: Members at Large

Sara Bloom: Immediate Past President

Adrianne Greenberg: Sisterhood President

Chuck Simon: Men’s Club President

-y T

The Shofar

Sara Bloom and Miriam Gabriel: Ei o7 :
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Congregation Tifereth Israel

CELEBRATING

YEARS

FAITH « COMMUNITY = CONTINUITY

Our Historic Synagogue on the North Fork

Congregation Tifereth Israel is a historic synagogue on the North Fork
of Long Island in Greenport. We are an egalitarian, inclusive Conservative
synagogue committed to strengthening Jewish values, learning, and
spiritual well-being. We strive to build a close, warm, and supportive
community for all who wish to join.

All Are Welcome

JOIN US IN PERSON OR VIRTUALLY

tiferethisraelgreenport.org

Shabbat Services

Friday, 7:30 p.m. * Saturday, 9:30 a.m.

OUR HERITAGE = OUR COMMUNITY = OUR FUTURE
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A Salute to Ann and Linda

A\
20\
_ & W
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As the Journal Committee began preparing for this year's publication, two names emerged as
honorees for this year's publication, both women having contributed well beyond that
expected of any volunteer, whether for our beloved synagogue or the community in which we

live.

Linda Kessler, the proprietor of Kessie on Front Street, is the popular shop’s chief tastemaker
for vintage clothing, jewelry and gifts. When the thought arises, “Hmmm, I need a special

something for a special event, where should I look?” The answer is clear: Kessie.

As a savvy businesswoman, Linda Kessler understands that the success of her enterprise is tied
to the success of downtown Greenport's thriving commercial ventures. As so, you will find her
name associated with the annual Maritime Festival, the Community Pride Parade, and the

overall business community — the Business Improvement District.

Ann Hurwitz is a long-time member of our synagogue. Her passion is education and, as such,
she has sponsored two well-received Jewish Theological Seminary-developed courses for
congregants and community residents. Her early childhood education-focused career
prepared her well for the introduction of a successtul summer program here at the synagogue
titled “Joyfully Jewish.” Ann is a writer and a poet, and is a member of the Board of Directors of

the synagogue, where her wisdom and insights are eagerly sought.

It is with great pleasure that we support the choices of Linda Kessler and Ann Hurwitz as

honorees of this year's Journal.
With all good wishes to these extraordinary women,

The Levin family

Congregation Tifereth Israel 2026 Virtual Journal
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	FROM THE RABBI
	B”H
	Imagine walking along the shore and finding an elegant and complex watch. Considering all its intricate parts, it would be foolish to assume the watch just “happened.”
	You would have to assume there was a watchmaker who put it all together. So, too, with the universe—it’s just too amazing, and too well-ordered, to assume it just “happened.” This is a classic proof for the existence of G-d called the “teleological argument.”
	This argument has been challenged in many ways—one being that the world is just too crazy and chaotic to be called “well-ordered.” But whatever the argument may not be able to tell us about G-d, it can still tell us a great deal about the society in which we live. Greenport, and the North Fork in general, are simply wondrous, as enticing and attractive as a complex watch. I say that with profound appreciation as a newcomer. And our community didn’t get there by accident. It didn’t just “happen.” It was created, led, shaped, and nurtured by people of extraordinary dedication and talent.
	Which brings me to our two honorees, Ms. Ann Hurwitz and Ms. Linda Kessler. I am only now beginning to benefit from their contributions to our congregation and our community, so I can offer no specifics. There are, though, so many others writing in the pages of this journal, who can recount them in great depth. All I can say at this point is that without doubt I will benefit, as so many have, from their passion and devotion. The great spiritual master Meister Eckhardt offered the best advice ever to a community newcomer: “Trust the magic of new beginnings.” That’s always true, but coming to a magical place like Greenport makes it doubly so. Ann and Linda helped to make it that way, and for that I offer my warmest greetings, congratulations, and thanks.
	B’shalom,
	Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff



	FROM THE PRESIDENT
	Celebrating Our 125th Year
	Yes, you read that right. That alone is amazing, but when considered alongside the fact that our country is celebrating its 250th anniversary this year, it takes on even greater significance.
	Suzan E. Lipson
	Our founders came to this place for many different reasons. Just 125 years into this country’s grand experiment in freedom, they had the vision to establish this congregation. With the strong foundation and resources they left us, how much more can—and should—we accomplish as we move our community forward into the future?
	Today, we celebrate this milestone with our Annual Journal Launch Garden Party. The site, historic Andrew Levin Park, adjacent to our beloved shul, holds so many wonderful memories. Today, we will create new ones with this year’s honorees.
	Congratulations to Ann Hurwitz, our Congregational Honoree, and Linda Kessler, our Community Honoree. You are both women of valor and integrity, dedicated workers, and cherished friends of our community. We deeply appreciate your contributions to the greater good.
	Thank you to Nancy Torchio and Rena Wiseman, our Garden Party co-chairs, for orchestrating this successful event. We also thank Madelyn Rothman and her committee for producing the 2026 Virtual Journal, with special recognition to Andrea Blaga for making it so beautiful.
	Last, but certainly not least, we welcome Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff, our new spiritual leader. With his leadership and that of our newly elected Board of Directors, may our synagogue continue to grow and remain a strong presence for Conservative/Masorti Judaism on the North Fork of Long Island.
	Suzan E. Lipson President  Congregation Tifereth Israel



	FROM THE SISTERHOOD
	The CTI Sisterhood has planned, organized, and led a number of synagogue and community activities that complement our annual holiday schedule.
	After Yom Kippur, we provide a Break-the-Fast meal for up to 60 members and guests. Following the Chanukah candle lighting in Mitchell Park, we invite CTI members and the broader community back to the synagogue for an evening of music and food featuring delicious latkes and jelly doughnuts.
	When a family is sitting shivah, the Sisterhood arranges for food to be delivered to the grieving household.
	The Sisterhood also plays an active role in the greater North Fork community. Each year, a deserving graduating senior at Greenport High School is presented with a cash award in recognition of outstanding community involvement.
	We also provide beautiful Sunshine Cards, which synagogue members may purchase and send to acknowledge a variety of life-cycle events.
	I feel very honored to have served on the Sisterhood Board and as its president for more than ten years.
	On behalf of the Board and our membership, we invite you to join the Sisterhood and bring your ideas, creativity, and energy.
	Adrianne Greenberg Sisterhood President
	Adrianne Greenberg


	ABOUT ANN HURWITZ...
	The 2026 Journal is proud to recognize long-time shul member Ann Hurwitz as this year’s synagogue honoree. Ann’s quietly intuitive insights are eagerly sought by the shul’s leadership and congregants, who value her intelligence and forward thinking on behalf of the shul and its members.
	Anne Hurwitz
	On a quiet, early spring afternoon, Ann and her visitor sat over refreshments at her dining table that overlooks a serene pond and its surrounding landscaping, so rustic and untamed — a counterpoint to Ann’s neat and orderly life. Ann spoke of her earlier years and the great influence of her late father’s strong and proud Jewish identity, which continues to this day to influence her thinking.
	A daughter of Howard Katzenberg, a German Jew who immigrated to the U.S. with his family in the 1870s,  and Margaret Stewart, an Episcopalian. Ann and her younger sister, Sue, grew up in Grammercy Park on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. The girls were raised as Episcopalians, but Ann said she did not connect to her mother’s faith, and had stopped going to church by the time she was 12. Later on, as Ann’s life developed, she said she felt “Jewish to the core.” Her father, of course, was largely responsible for that connection, but also her husbands, first, Arthur Weisberg, who became one in a prestigious line of guest conductors of the New York Philharmonic, and later, Marshall Hurwitz.
	Ann and Marshall
	Ann met Marshall in a coffee shop in New York City, and knew at once that she was meant to be with this man, an academic and also one in a long line of Reform rabbis. At that time, Marshall was leading a congregation in New Jersey.
	It was her intense desire to please Marshall, who did not insist, Ann pointed out, but certainly appreciated her conversion to Judaism before they married in 1969, and also her broadening of his spiritual and environmental horizons with their move each summer to the lush North Fork, where Ann had spent childhood vacations.

	They joined Congregation Tifereth Israel, our Conservative shul here in Greenport, to attend High Holy Days services. Ann became an active participant in synagogue life here and, later, repeated her Bat Mitzvah portion in the synagogue when she was 80 years old. Curiously and subsequent to joining the shul, Ann learned about her father’s connection to the Greenport synagogue, never suspecting his involvement during all the summers the family spent on the North Fork. Having met Ethel Brown and “coming under her spell,” as Ann described the indefatigable Ethel, a fervent synagogue booster, her father contributed the two chairs that today flank the Ark on the bimah in the shul’s sanctuary.       “How can you not be active in this shul?” she exclaimed. “This community has enriched my life.”          Marshall, meanwhile, had followed his star, giving up the pulpit to begin a long and distinguished career as a professor of Greek, Latin and history at the City College of New York, with summers and weekends on the North Fork, where he sometimes led Shabbat services.

	Ann: An educator for her whole career
	Ann has spent her entire, decades-long teaching career devoted to young children, which informed the development of the “Joyfully Jewish” program that she and the shul offered last summer. Not to overlook adult education, under the auspices of the Marshall Hurwitz Fund for Education and Special Projects, which she established in his memory, Ann sponsored two well-received courses prepared by the Jewish Theological Seminary to members of the shul and interested local residents. Ann considers her chairmanship of the shul’s Education Committee and her terms as a member of the shul’s Board of Directors her most significant contributions to the forward movement of Jewish life here.
	Ann’s early education was at a Friends’ Seminary, a Quaker School in Manhattan, followed by two years at Antioch College, and finally a bachelor’s degree from Columbia University’s School of General Studies. She has two master’s degrees, one from Teachers College, and the other in creative writing from the City College of New York. Prior to her education work here on the North Fork, Ann taught at the East Bronx Childhood Care Center, various Jewish schools, and the Bank Street School For Children in Manhattan.

	Eclectic interests
	Ann’s eclectic interests have included sailing the waters of the Southold and Peconic Bays, reading, writing, and discussion that is knowledgeable and insightful. Two years ago, she wrote a book of Haikus focused on what she could see from her window, the concept being to introduce young children to truly seeing what they observe and learning to talk about it. Although she had no idea at the time, the 8-year-old Vinnman twins, Alexander and Eugene, who were famously fired from leadership positions in government and the military for opposing President Donald J. Trump, were the subjects of her children’s book about the twin boys, who had immigrated to the United States with their parents from Ukraine. The boys were photographed for the book by Carol Kitman.          Now, at age 90, reading poetry is one of her most enjoyable experiences, and writing poetry is a passion, she says, when she has “something she wants to say.”          She is wildly proud of her son, James, dotes on her grandchildren, Andrew and Katie, and also her niece, Noga, who visits her aunt’s charming and beautifully appointed home in Southold, and often accompanies her to the shul and to the events Ann chooses to attend when she is able.

	Judaism: A daily study
	Ann thanks the Journal Committee for the honor bestowed this year. She told her visitor she hopes she can live up to its values — Jewish values, she said, noting that she continues to learn the meaning of Jewish values more deeply in her continuing study of Judaism, which is part of her personal agenda — every day of the week, she said.

	ABOUT LINDA KESSLER...
	“Why don’t we meet at Encanto Crepes & Café,” Linda Kessler suggested. “It won’t be terribly crowded after the lunch crowd is gone.”
	Linda Kessler
	Linda’s visitor discovered two things about downtown Greenport on a sunny midsummer afternoon: The new crêperie is busy all day every day, and Linda Kessler is a familiar face everywhere in the village. In a restaurant, on the street, people wave, tap her on the shoulder, call out her name when they see her. When you are a popular Greenport businesswoman and an activist on behalf of the downtown commercial district, people know you and appreciate what you do. That’s Linda Kessler.
	A proprietor and tastemaker
	Most folks know her as avid fans of Kessie On Front, where she is the proprietor and tastemaker behind the store she opened about 10 years ago. Now a village mainstay , Kessie is well-stocked with terrific gift ideas, jewelry, clothing, handbags, and that perfect item you find when you’re not looking for it.             The story behind the shop tells you a lot about Linda. Originally an Upper East Side shop owner offering antiques and vintage jewelry, she and her husband George began looking for a getaway, a second home where they could relax, enjoy the weather and the ambiance of a small village. They discovered Greenport. As it turned out, a discovery fortunate for them...and for Greenport.             “Maybe I should open a satellite store here,” she said to George one day, just musing about the possibilities. That musing resulted in Kessie, a small place with a huge and happy customer base, a quick drive from the getaway they found in East Marion. Sure enough, Linda Kessler was back in business. As she and George began to spend more time here, she closed the 87th Street store, and devoted her energy to Kessie on Front Street...            ...devoted energy also to greater downtown Greenport, where she saw “great possibilities,” she said. It didn’t take long before she was named to the Business Improvement District (BID), which promotes commercial activity, tourism and beautification projects in the historic maritime village.


	An active Greenport booster
	And there’s more. She joined the board of the East End Seaport Museum, which promotes the rich maritime heritage of the village, and for many years co-chaired the Maritime Festival, which draws thousands of visitors and vendors to the village every fall for fun activities on and off the water, great food, tall ships, and jam-packed streets.             In addition, Linda and Lori Panarello, founder of Greenport’s Pride Parade and owner of Craft Hair, a popular hair salon in Greenport, created a more expansive presence of the Pride community by growing the event every year.            Lesser known, but a creative contribution to Greenport is the North Fork TV Festival that showcases writers, artists and storytellers. Supporters, contributors and fans love the media stars that turn out for the event, well knowns like Kelsie Grammer, Christopher Meloni and others, who are honored at the two-day event. Linda likes to call the TV Festival “the Sundance of Greenport.”            Considering all the volunteer work on Linda Kessler’s résumé, one wonders how she has time for business and a private life. In fact, she and George find time every year for museuming in Manhattan, and down time in Scottsdale, Arizona, where as you might expect, Linda is sourcing jewelry for Kessie.

	Retail is in her DNA
	Linda grew up in Queens, married George Kessler when she was 22 years old, and traveled with him to Missouri, where he attended medical school, and where she “saw that a world existed outside of New York,” she said. Nevertheless, even in Missouri, she was doing business, combing yard sales for antique finds, refinishing them, and reselling them back east for bigger profits. “Retail is in my DNA,” she said. “It’s second nature to me.” Her father bought and sold merchandise, and she learned sales and marketing as a part-time employee in a vintage clothing store before opening her own place.       George, now mostly retired, devotes his time to golf, Pilates, yoga and grandparenting to 6-month-old Aaron, son of their daughter Chef Emily and her husband, Nico; and their grandson Jackson, 10, son of their daughter Katie and her husband Stephen.       And Linda? Still on the job and enjoying it every day, she said. As for BID and Greenport’s future, she sees it “transitioning to a new generation with much growth potential.”

	More to come?
	Linda leans toward her visitor and flashes a conspiratorial grin that says clearly there’s more to come from Linda Kessler. “I find it all so exciting,” she said.            Linda thanks the Journal Committee for the honor, and for the synagogue’s recognition of Greenport and all it offers to residents and visitors.
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	In the late 1890s the “LITVAK” HURWITZ family began its move  to the “goldene Medinah.”  This produced many rabbis  and teachers. We hope to continue to be proud Jews and honor another OUTSTANDING teacher… ANN HURWITZ.
	Congratulations to

	Linda Kessler
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	“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.” —Elizabeth Andrew
	    The synagogue gratefully acknowledges the dedicated volunteers who gave so generously of their time, energy, and talents to bring this Virtual Journal to life. Their belief in both the journal and its companion event, the Garden Party, helped turn two innovative ideas into meaningful successes—demonstrating that when we work together, remarkable things are possible.  
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	A Salute to Ann and Linda
	As the Journal Committee began preparing for this year’s publication, two names emerged as honorees for this year’s publication, both women having contributed well beyond that expected of any volunteer, whether for our beloved synagogue or the community in which we live.
	Linda Kessler, the proprietor of Kessie on Front Street, is the popular shop’s chief tastemaker for vintage clothing, jewelry and gifts. When the thought arises, “Hmmm, I need a special something for a special event, where should I look?” The answer is clear: Kessie.
	As a savvy businesswoman, Linda Kessler understands that the success of her enterprise is tied to the success of downtown Greenport’s thriving commercial ventures. As so, you will find her name associated with the annual Maritime Festival, the Community Pride Parade, and the overall business community — the Business Improvement District.
	Ann Hurwitz is a long-time member of our synagogue. Her passion is education and, as such, she has sponsored two well-received Jewish Theological Seminary-developed courses for congregants and community residents. Her early childhood education-focused career prepared her well for the introduction of a successful summer program here at the synagogue titled “Joyfully Jewish.” Ann is a writer and a poet, and is a member of the Board of Directors of the synagogue, where her wisdom and insights are eagerly sought.
	It is with great pleasure that we support the choices of Linda Kessler and Ann Hurwitz as honorees of this year’s Journal.
	With all good wishes to these extraordinary women,
	The Levin family


